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Ms. PRYCE of Ohio changed her vote 
from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
bill was passed. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF THE 
CONGRESSIONAL HUNGER FEL-
LOWS PROGRAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to section 4404(c)(2) of the Congres-
sional Hunger Fellows Act of 2002 (2 
U.S.C. 1161), and the order of the House 
of January 4, 2007, the Chair announces 
the Speaker’s appointment of the fol-
lowing member to the Board of Trust-
ees of the Congressional Hunger Fel-
lows Program for a term of 4 years: 

Mr. James P. McGovern, Worcester, 
Massachusetts 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON-
ORABLE JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Honorable JOHN A. 
BOEHNER, Member of Congress: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, November 29, 2007. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, U.S. Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: Pursuant to section 
4404(e)(2) of the Congressional Hunger Fel-
lows Act of 2002 (2 U.S.C. 1161) I am pleased 
to re-appoint the Honorable Jo Ann Emerson 
of Cape Girardeau, Missouri to the Board of 
Trustees of the Congressional Hunger Fel-
lows Program. 

Mrs. Emerson has expressed interest in 
serving in this capacity and I am pleased to 
fulfill her request. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN A. BOEHNER, 

Republican Leader. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 

f 

THE HOSTAGE OF BAGHDAD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, in the 
deserts of Iraq a war is going on 
against the enemies of America. In the 
heat and dust of the summer of 2005, a 
young American went to fight, not 
against al Qaeda, but for her own sur-
vival. She became the ‘‘Hostage of 
Baghdad,’’ held against her will by vil-

lains of the desert, thousands of miles 
away from home in Texas. This is her 
story. 

Madam Speaker, Jamie Leigh Jones 
was a 20-year-old woman who worked 
for Halliburton KBR. She was sent to 
Iraq as part of her employment. She 
was sent to Baghdad to a place, iron-
ically, called Camp Hope, in the sup-
posed Green Zone that was supposed to 
be safe. 

After being in Iraq only a few days, 
she said she was held against her will, 
drugged, gang-raped by Halliburton 
KBR firefighters, and the people in 
charge of her held her hostage in a ship 
cargo container for 24 hours without 
any food or water. She became an 
American hostage, held hostage by fel-
low Americans. 

She convinced one of the people 
guarding her to let her borrow his cell 
phone. After obtaining the cell phone, 
Jamie called her dad in Texas and 
pleaded for help and begged to be res-
cued. She was scared, she was hurt, she 
was half a world away from home, and 
she was alone. 

Jamie’s dad called me because I rep-
resent him in Congress. Her father re-
layed the tragic assault and crime, and 
of course needed immediate assistance. 
My staff and I were able to contact the 
right people in the United States State 
Department, and within 48 hours two 
agents from the embassy in Baghdad 
found and rescued Jamie, made sure 
she received appropriate medical atten-
tion, and brought her home. 

Jamie had been seen by Army doc-
tors in Baghdad and had been given, 
apparently, good medical care while 
being treated in Baghdad. A forensic 
sexual assault examination was per-
formed on her. This examination is 
commonly called a rape kit. Doctors 
take forensic samples from a sexual as-
sault victim and then they are pre-
served as evidence for trial in this rape 
kit. 

But, Madam Speaker, for some un-
known reason, the Army doctors 
turned this rape kit over to Jamie’s 
employer, Halliburton KBR. KBR then 
lost the rape kit. The rape kit was 
later found, but it had been tampered 
with. The photographs are now miss-
ing, and the Army doctor’s cover sheet 
with the medical findings are not 
there. These are critical for prosecu-
tion of the rapists. 

Madam Speaker, Jamie’s brutal inju-
ries were severe. She has had to have 
reconstructive surgery because of the 
extent of these injuries by these rapists 
in Iraq. Once she was home, we pres-
sured the State Department to find out 
who these villains of Baghdad were; 
where are they, and why haven’t they 
been prosecuted. After so much time, 
there is little progress on the inves-
tigation. We need to know also if KBR 
had knowledge of the crime and if they 
are involved to any extent. 

Jamie has decided to go public with 
her case. This case, like all such cases, 
remains confidential in our congres-
sional office. Congressional offices do 
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not divulge the content of personal 
case files like this because they are 
considered privileged communication 
and they are private. 

My tremendous case worker, Patti 
Chapman, worked with Jamie since her 
rescue and has helped her in this most 
tragic way, and helped her in a compas-
sionate way. Patti Chapman, like 
many congressional caseworkers, are 
angels to the people in our commu-
nities. Jamie has had the courage to 
publicly tell about this most personal 
crime against her. So my office and 
now Chairman CONYERS of the House 
Judiciary Committee have contacted 
the Attorney General and the State 
Department and we want answers 
about this case and the investigation. 

Specifically, what is going on over 
there in Iraq? American citizens have 
civil rights overseas as well. Crimes 
committed against them must be in-
vestigated. Criminals must be held ac-
countable. Our government has the 
legal and moral duty to capture these 
villains of Baghdad. Also, hundreds of 
American civilians like Jamie are in 
Iraq working in support of America’s 
military mission. When these Amer-
ican civilians become victims of crimes 
by other Americans, it is unclear who’s 
enforcing the law. Our government 
must clear up this confusion, because 
currently there seems to be an environ-
ment of lawlessness. These criminals 
must be held accountable. 

Madam Speaker, let me tell you 
about sexual assault. I was a former 
judge and saw these victims and their 
perpetrators in court, and these de-
mons that do these dastardly acts 
against victims don’t commit these 
crimes for sexual pleasure, but, Madam 
Speaker, they do it to destroy the 
inner soul of these victims. Jamie 
Leigh Jones survived and has been res-
cued, but the outlaws still roam the 
deserts of Iraq like the outlaws in the 
days of the Old West. We need justice. 
We need the law to intervene and round 
up these outlaws for their day in court. 
Let justice be swift, let it be severe, let 
it be serious, because justice is what 
we do in America. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO SYLVIA PRESSLEY 
WOODS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr. CLY-
BURN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor one of South Caro-
lina’s own, Sylvia Pressley Woods, af-
fectionately known as the ‘‘Queen of 
Soul Food.’’ In August of 1962, Sylvia 
put her charismatic personality to the 
test by purchasing a restaurant, which 
at the time was only a small luncheon-
ette, from her boss. 

Almost 50 years later, Sylvia’s, as 
she named it, has become a landmark 
at 126th Street and Lenox Avenue, and 
a place where everyone knows they can 
get a taste of authentic southern soul 

food cuisine. The restaurant also serves 
to remind the community’s residents 
that hard work, determination, and 
love of family can lead to success. 

Madam Speaker, Woods herself has a 
remarkable story that encapsulates 
much of the 20th century African- 
American history. She was born Sylvia 
Pressley on February 2, 1926, in Hem-
ingway, South Carolina, a small rural 
town which I proudly represent in this 
august body. On December 22, next 
week, many of her friends will gather 
at Sanders Point near Santee, South 
Carolina, to celebrate the holidays 
with Sylvia. Tonight, I am being joined 
by members of the New York delega-
tion in honoring a loving mother, an 
astute restaurateur, an enterprising 
businesswoman, and an outstanding 
South Carolinian, Mrs. Sylvia Pressley 
Woods. 

With that, Madam Speaker, I would 
like to yield to the dean of the New 
York delegation, the Honorable 
CHARLES RANGEL. 

Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, a spe-
cial thanks to JIM CLYBURN, our Whip 
and leader, for reaching back to pay 
tribute to an American that so often 
people forget what one can accomplish 
in this great country if they are willing 
to work hard. 

You know, Mr. CLYBURN, I knew the 
world famous owner of Sylvia’s when 
she was a waitress at a restaurant just 
one block away where she anchored her 
success, and she and her husband came 
together and went to South Carolina, 
two friends, in order to get the money 
necessary for her to start her own fu-
ture. Mr. Woods, and we just lost him a 
few years back, would be up at 3 and 4 
o’clock in the morning with that 
truck, going to the produce markets, 
picking the best vegetables, and then 
she would have her children and now 
her grandchildren, all a part of this 
wonderful family, and now that she’s 
reached a point that her products are 
sold in supermarkets and throughout 
the world and that she has acclaimed a 
great deal of attention from tourists 
all over the world as these tourist 
buses are lined up, it doesn’t surprise 
anybody to see Sylvia there asking 
these customers that she probably will 
never see again in life, How did you 
enjoy the meal and what can we do to 
help? 

So let me thank you on behalf of all 
of Harlemites, even Congressman 
GREGORY MEEKS from the borough of 
Queens, who has to admit that coming 
from Harlem means a special thing to 
us, because he was one of us before he 
lost his way. And so when I heard that 
you were doing this on behalf of Har-
lem, who cherishes the rise of Sylvia’s 
late husband, her children and her won-
derful grandchildren, who still bring 
people from all over the world into the 
village of Harlem, let me thank you, 
JIM CLYBURN, for reminding us that we 
have so many heroes and ‘‘sheroes’’ in 
our country, and they deserve what 
you’re doing for them in South Caro-
lina. I thank you. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to now yield to one who has 
lost his way and will refind it tonight, 
the Honorable GREGORY MEEKS from 
the Sixth District of New York. 

Mr. MEEKS of New York. Thank you, 
Mr. Whip, and I thank you also for 
bringing this recognition to Sylvia; be-
cause as a former Harlemite, I can re-
call going to Sylvia’s. It was a place 
that brought families together. I can 
recall my parents bringing me to Syl-
via’s to have a family dinner or having 
breakfast in the morning. And it 
united people and it made us proud be-
cause it did say just what the chairman 
said, talking about African Americans 
owning their own business and feeding 
the masses as she did. And it was af-
fordable. 

So it was a family place. And, for me, 
I can remember those breakfasts. 
Those grits and salmon cakes were just 
delicious and fantastic. As I am here 
now standing and looking, and we are 
talking about trade all over the world. 
You talk about reducing the trade def-
icit for the United States? Sylvia is 
helping to reduce the trade deficit as 
she now cans her food and sends it all 
across the world so they all can enjoy 
the delicious food. 

Thank you for honoring Sylvia 
Woods today because she is truly a 
shero, one that I can recall as a young 
child looking up to and saying that one 
day that we could be prosperous like 
her. Thank you for never forgetting her 
roots and where we come from, Mr. 
Whip. 

Mr. CLYBURN. Thank you, Mr. 
MEEKS. 

Let me close my 5 minutes, Madam 
Speaker, by reiterating something that 
I think all of us ought to think about. 
Sylvia Pressley Woods’ father died 
when she was 3 days old. He died from 
the effects of chemical weapons that he 
had encountered in World War I. Her 
grandfather was hanged when her 
mother was a little child. But all of 
that experience helped to toughen her 
and make her the outstanding entre-
preneur that she is today. On February 
2, she turns 82 years old, but she gets 
up every morning and still goes to that 
restaurant. She is a great woman. 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, Sylvia’s Res-
taurant of Harlem is known as one of this 
country’s greatest restaurants which has a se-
lection of mouth-watering dishes that each 
time will leave you wanting more. This is one 
of the best-known restaurants in New York 
and serves its patrons good southern cooking 
with a dash of Sylvia’s secret seasoning. 

Sylvia Woods worked at Johnson’s Lunch-
eonette as a waitress. Her opportunity came 
when the owner offered to sell her the busi-
ness. She purchased the original luncheonette 
by borrowing $20,000 from her mother who 
had to mortgage her farm in Hemingway, SC. 

The establishment, which consists of not 
only the restaurant but catering and banquet 
facilities, was started in July of 1962. back 
then the menu consisted of very simple things; 
pigtails, lima beans, hamhocks, and neck 
bones. There was only one cook on staff and 
they picked their food up in the trunk of a car. 
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